Youth Perspective on Rural Development in Europe

Summer in Rites Tautskola (Rite Højskole)

Organisers: ACC Tautskolas Eiropai

“ACC Tautskolas Eiropai” is representing in Latvia “Association for Community Colleges”, a European non-governmental organisation. “ACC  Tautskolas Eiropai” has a long co-operation history with Rite folk high school in Rite municipality, Jēkabpils district, Latvia.
Jekabpils district

Most of the families living in Jēkabpils district are economically disadvantaged, the living standard is low compared to other areas in Latvia and it is also the poorest region in the European Union (Latgale). Therefore, an exchange project which will take place in Rite, Latvia in July, 2004 among Latvian, Danish and Dutch youngsters, will be of particular importance. 

Rural development

The theme of the exchange is rural development.  During the exchange we plan to have several study visits to different organisations in Jēkabpils district, to analyse their role in rural development, their successes and failures, and to compare it with participants’ experience from their local municipalities in their respective countries. 
Learning and living together
The overall objective of the project is to promote intercultural awareness of the young people by using the folk high school / community college format. ACC believes that living and learning together under the same roof is the best way of overcoming different prejudices and promoting European awareness.
The programme is based on the idea that the participants will learn equally about the regions they are coming from, as well as have an opportunity to share their ethnic, regional and national traditions and values.
Latgale, Sønderjylland, Fryslân
The project will involve young people from rural country-side from all three participating countries (Latvia, Denmark, the Netherlands). Participants from Latvia will come from the rural areas from Jekabpils district. Rite folk high school is situated 4 km from the Druvas village (the center of Rite district) and 60 km from the center of region Jēkabpils. Most of the families living in Jēkabpils district are economically disadvantaged; the living standard is low compared to other areas in Latvia and as well the poorest region in the European Union (Latgale). Young people are normally considering moving to Riga or other bigger cities instead of staying in the rural areas. Educational and informational activities are therefore of particular importance. 

In Denmark recruitment will be made in particular from West-North-Slesvig (Sønderjylland) but possibly also from more parts of the country.The Western part of Sønderjylland is a periphery area in Denmark due among more factors to the administrative bodies located in the East. Due to long commute time to educational centers and larger centres of industry and working places, there is a built in danger that youth leave the region.

Recruitment in the Netherlands will be done in the Province of Fryslân, the relatively thinly populated rural North-West part of the country. Because of the same reasons in Denmark, the odds for talented young people to find suiting opportunities are much higher in the West than in their own surroundings. This has a negative influence on the economy of Fryslân. It is a vicious circle which should be stopped by governmental policy.
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