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Introduction: Community Colleges in the Mediterranean area

The present report aims at describing and evaluating the European youth event bearing the headline Europe of Rights Community College. Intercultural Dialogue and Mutual Understanding in European Societies (ERCC), that took place in Reggello, Italy, from the 2nd to the 11th August 2003.

The idea of this event was conceived within the frame and the background of the Association for Community Colleges (ACC), as the first of its kind in the Mediterranean area. It was meant as an experiment and a pilot-project aiming at organising similar initiatives in the future.

It is a fundamental belief of the ACC that a common European public and permanent discussion is needed. This “community” debating common issues should not only be a professional one, but rather a real European demos. Therefore, Europeans need to know much more about each other, in order to understand which specific cultural values the different European populations want to preserve and to discuss which values should be considered common among Europeans. The vision of the ACC is that an innovative and effective way to build a European awareness is to let people from different European identities meet in a Community College context and learn by living together.

Community Colleges are inspired by the Nordic tradition of the so-called Folkhighschools and can be defined as non-formal residential schools for adults that are characterized by local traditions and organise courses on topics of common European interest. The frame of the Community College offers a unique chance for experiencing an intercultural exchange and a learning process by living together: this is why the social dimension is an essential part of this educational formula. It is our belief and our experience that people learn respect, tolerance and solidarity when they know much more about each other.

The Mediterranean area in general and Italy in particular are not much familiar with the concepts of non-formal adult education and life-long learning. Therefore, the first experiment of a Community College in Italy was a way of showing and promoting a new and innovative educational model, a tiny step towards the development of European citizens.

The context of Tuscany region, where the activity took place, proved to be an appropriate setting for such an event, because of its long history of multiculturalism and its strong tradition of cross-cultural exchange linked with its specific social, cultural, economic and multi-religious identity.

The event was conceived as an overall introduction to human rights issues in Europe and took the European Convention on Human Rights and the European Charter of Fundamental Rights as main points of departure for the discussion. Therefore, different viewpoints have been considered in choosing both the main topics and the key-note speakers: politicians, scholars, trade-unionists, church leaders and young activists have contributed to the debate on new rights, women’s rights, minority rights and social rights, not to mention the future European Constitution and the role of the European Christian churches in the process of defining a “European identity”.

Last but not least, we want to express our gratitude to those people and institutions that supported the ERCC in different ways and helped making our project real: the Waldensian Church centre Casa Cares for hosting the event in its wonderful setting and friendly atmosphere, especially the director, Mr. Paul Krieg, for his patience and his attention; the European Youth Foundation of the Council of Europe, the Ente Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze, the Unione Femminile della Chiesa Evangelica Valdese di Livorno, the Commissione Esecutiva del Terzo Distretto della Chiesa Evangelica Valdese (Unione delle chiese valdesi e metodiste) and the Arcidiocesi di Perugia - Città della Pieve for their financial support; Dr. Aldo Giordano, Secretary General of Consilium Conferentiarum Episcoporum Europae, and Rev. Klaus Langeneck of Chiesa Evangelica Valdese di Livorno for their precious help with fundraising; Regione Toscana, Provincia di Firenze and Comune di Reggello for their sponsorship; the Soprintendenza Speciale per il Polo Museale Fiorentino, the Galleria dell'Accademia, the Musei fiorentini of Comune di Firenze and the Museo dei Ragazzi di Firenze for their essential cooperation in organising the excursion in Florence; Dr. Franco De Giorgi, Headmaster of Istituto Comprensivo Giovanni Falcone in Cascina, for lending necessary device; the Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze S.p.A., the Agenzia per il Turismo di Firenze and the Agenzia per il Turismo di Pisa for offering useful material for the participants. Finally, a sincere thanks to all the participants and the lecturers that shared a unique and unforgettable experience with us.

Pisa, September 2003

Eva Valvo, Project Leader

Silvia Cardi

Peter Ciaccio

Marzia Pistolesi

Local and European dimension: context and partners

As already mentioned above, the ERCC has been an experiment that brought together different institutions and backgrounds within the non-formal frame of the Community College, trying to link local and European dimension.

The retreat and group meeting centre Casa Cares (www.casacares.it), which hosted the event, has always been characterised by the international dimension of its staff and guests. At the same time, though, it has strong connections with the Tuscan rural tradition, since it is an old farmhouse in the Arno Valley. Casa Cares is sensitive to the environment and to the idea of sustainability and aims at providing space for dialogue between people coming from different places, with different ideas and beliefs. For the evaluation by the director of Casa Cares, see below.

Several other local institutions have cooperated with the ERCC, especially in the organisation of the excursions (for which see below). In particular, the Township of Reggello (Comune di Reggello) has kindly offered the use of the Town Hall for the session on Charta Œcumenica, where the ERCC participants were welcomed by the City Councillors Ms. Vilma Natali (Culture, Education and Youth Policies), Mr. Paolo Rosseti (Town Planning and Town Twinnings) and Mr. Paolo Guerri (Environment).

On the European level, the ERCC has enjoyed the partnership of the World Student Christian Federation – Europe Region (WSCF-ER), a fellowship of Christian students with 20 national member movements in 17 countries. The WSCF-ER has mainly contributed with the organisation of a session on Charta Œcumenica, the charter of the European Christian churches. The partnership has proved mutually enriching, since the ACC was confronted with unfamiliar religious perspectives, while the WSCF-ER had the chance to bring the discussion on European ecumenical dialogue in a non-confessional frame.

Finally, the participants and the lecturers themselves represented a wide and assorted community of NGOs and institutions that was purely European.

Evaluation by the director of Casa Cares

For the first time the Association for Community Colleges held one of their workshops at Casa Cares, a meeting center of the Waldensian Church. As director of Casa Cares I have been asked to share my thoughts regarding the hosting of the Europe of Rights Community College, which took place in our facility from 2nd-11th August 2003.

While proposing some programs to the general public, the primary work of Casa Cares is offering a facility and support for organizations with their own programs. Most of the organizations using the program are involved with training or retreat, usually school, church, art, music or therapy initiatives. The setting can prove ideal for groups of at least 35 persons who at that number can usually book the entire 18 rooms and then have exclusive use of the various meeting rooms as well as the surrounding grounds, which include park and playing field.

The ACC organized workshop, it seems to me, worked exceptionally well in our setting for the following reasons:

· The preparation of the coordinators was excellent; they kept our administration up-dated on developments, a particularly difficult and important task due to the international nature of the workshop that included persons also from countries with potential travel and visa difficulties. There was a tremendous amount of work to be done before the workshop and it seemed to us in Casa Cares that this was done successfully with considerable personal and professional investment.

· As young adults, the group demonstrated the flexibility that we appreciate in our guests, that is, not all of our rooms have private bath facilities and in some rooms there were up to four persons; the participants also very willingly assisted in ordering areas after use and in after-meal clean-up. Our center is one where guests are invited to feel at home, which implies also considerable responsibility. The participants seemed to easily develop rapport and a sense of group.

· The international nature of the group and the theme of human rights are congruent with the mission of Casa Cares, which includes a dedication to bringing together persons from various backgrounds for exchange and dialogue.

· This group was able to take advantage of our offer to introduce guests to the local realities; these included an introduction to Tuscan rural life, meetings with political authorities and visits to local sites of interest such as a famous monastery, Romanesque churches and a large farm producing wine and olive oil.

· Regarding the program, I was able to listen to a couple of the speakers whose input was excellent. The program was very intense and seemed to be a very good balance between conference, discussion, activities and outings.

I think it is obvious from these observations that Casa Cares would welcome the opportunity to host another ACC workshop and would not hesitate to recommend the group to other facilities. Certainly I am available for more information if desired.

Reggello, 31st August 2003

Paul Krieg
Profile of participants

Participants were selected via Internet. The prep-com (preparatory committee), after making the ERCC and its application form public on the ACC web-site, among its partner organizations and main European NGOs and VAs, chose its candidates according to principles of regional, gender, age and skill balance: the prep-com thought it wise to give room to those who already were dealing with human rights, but also to those who were interested in the issue, but had not yet been involved directly. The meetings devoted to the selection of participants started with the analysis of individual application forms.

All applicants received an e-mail concerning their status. Following e-mails to participants dealt not only with practical matters, but also with preparation requested on their side: they were to have specific knowledge on the topics to be discussed, and were given some tips to investigate human rights issues in their countries.

The fact that the ERCC mainly addressed NGO/VA-activists that were already part of local networks facilitates a wider promotion of the Community College format and shows to a broad extent the benefits of participating in European youth events.

The event: learning by living together

Lectures

Valdo Spini: “The new European Constitution”

Mr. Valdo Spini, MP, spoke about his work as a member of the European Convention, where he represented the Italian Parliament. He stressed the importance of the future European Constitution, that should include the Charter of Fundamental Rights as a basis of common values. Moreover, he paid special attention to the process of Enlargement and its possible consequences for both the EU and the accessing countries. Another main topic of the speech was the need for a common foreign policy of the European Union, together with the European military force that shall be used for peace-enforcing.

Besides talking of general institutional and political implications of the Convention, Mr. Spini also mentioned his own work within that body, where he presented – together with others – some amendment proposals aiming at stressing values such as freedom, peace, solidarity and justice. For instance, he proposed (without success) to include in the coming Constitution an article inspired by art. 11 of the Italian Constitution, according to which Europe should reject war as a means of solving international conflicts. The need for building a European demos was also mentioned.

Finally, Mr. Spini mentioned the much-debated issue of the reference to the Judaeo-Christian roots of Europe in the Preamble of the Constitution, and maintained that it was wiser not to mention any religious denomination explicitly, in order to avoid creating de facto first and second class citizens. Moreover, he stressed the fact that art. I-51 sanctions the freedom of the member States to autonomously govern relations with the churches, and provides for “structured dialogue” between European institutions and religious confessions.

Conchi Gallego: “Introduction to the European Charter of Fundamental Rights”

Ms. Conchi Gallego, ACC Board member from Spain, gave a speech introducing the European Charter of Fundamental Rights, which combines in a single text civil, political, economic and social rights, bringing together all the existing rights of EU citizens in a more accessible form. While those rights contained in the European Convention on Human Rights were already visible, the ones derived from court judgements in the subsequent 50 years were less obvious.

The speech stressed the innovation of the Charter for its division of rights into Dignity, Freedoms, Equality, Solidarity, Citizens’ rights and Justice, instead of using the traditional distinction between political, social and collective rights.

The lecture underlined how the Amsterdam Treaty has established procedures reflecting the European Union’s commitment to human rights and fundamental freedoms and its attachment to fundamental social rights as guaranteed by the European Social Charter. Much attention was also paid to the possible grounds of intervention of the European Court of Justice, formally empowered by the Amsterdam Treaty to ensure the respect of fundamental rights and freedoms by the European institutions: discrimination based on sex, race or ethnic origin, religion, belief, disability, age or sexual orientation shall be prohibited.

Gianna Sciclone: “Charta Œcumenica from a Protestant perspective”

Rev. Gianna Sciclone, minister of the Waldensian Church of Florence, presented the Charta Oecumenica from the Protestant perspective. During her time as a member of the Central Committee of the Conference of European Churches (CEC), she has been part of the drafting committee of the Charta. Her speech was presented in Italian, with an English translation projected on screen, as a dialogue with Rev. Elio Bromuri.

As pointed out by Rev. Sciclone, the Charta talks of relationships: between minorities and majority, between culture and religion, between Christianity and the division/union of Europe, between Christianity, Islam and Judaism. For the first time, there is a respectful recognition between majority and minority Christian churches. Big churches accept the existence of small churches, while small churches renounce to proselyte and to consider big churches as not true Christian. Moreover, the Charta admits that most of the divisions in Europe have been directly or indirectly caused by Christians. On the other hand, Christian churches in the ecumenical era contribute to the building of Europe: Europe is bigger than the EU. For example, the European Christian organisations consider Azerbaijan at the same level as Germany. The Charta presents a picture of Europe where Christianity is plural according to the model of “Unity in Diversity”. The ecumenical model can be a way of promoting peace and understanding in a unified Europe.

Rev. Sciclone judged most inappropriate the definition of the Christian roots of Europe in the future European Constitution. On the other hand, she found it important to have a regular and fruitful relationship between churches and European institutions.

Elio Bromuri: “European Unity as a Challenge to Christian Unity after the Charta Œcumenica”

Rev. Elio Bromuri, Communication secretary of the Roman Catholic Archbishopric of Perugia - Città della Pieve and chief-editor of the magazine La Voce, spoke about the challenge put by the European union to Christian divisions. His speech was presented in Italian, with the English translation projected on screen, as a dialogue with Rev. Gianna Sciclone.

Rev. Bromuri stated that Christian churches are called to work together for peace and justice in Europe, as a first step towards a rightful world. The process of unification started in the 1940’s at the end of a tragic and bloody period. The combination of liberal principles and Christian values has been, and has to be, the basis of the liberation of Europe from domination and atheism. The churches should take their responsibilities, since justification of atheism mostly comes from the loss of credibility of Christian churches due to their divisions. Nevertheless, there is a need for ecumenism in the churches and the most enthusiastic people about it are the youngsters: in fact, it is hard for them to share and understand the reasons for division and hate, most of which date back in the XVI century.

The speech, then, focused specifically on the Charta Œcumenica, having as one of its aims “to contribute to forge Europe” [from the Italian version “contribuire a plasmare l’Europa”; the English version is “participating in the building of Europe”]. For this reason, according to Rev. Bromuri, Christian churches should proclaim the Gospel more proudly and should not be afraid to declare: “I am Christian” or “Europe is Christian”. He considered declaring the Christian roots of Europe in the Constitution not as a political statement but as the definition of a fact.

Laura Casorio: “Tuscany Region of Europe”
Ms. Laura Casorio, project manager at the Federation of Protestant Churches in Italy (FCEI), gave a historical overview of Tuscany throughout the centuries, from the Middle Ages until today, stressing the important cultural, political and economical role of the region. She concentrated mainly on the history of two Tuscan cities: Florence and Livorno. The former had a leading role under the Medici government in the Renaissance, by hosting artists and promoting art and culture. The latter was founded by the Grand Duke of Tuscany Cosimo I in the XVI century, who decided to drain a marsh, in order to settle a new harbour. Livorno was a “free port” in a strategic position: with the goal of facilitating the colonisation of the area, the Grand Duke promulgated a tolerant legislation with regard to religious freedom and trade provisions. He opened the boarders to a wide range of people such as Jews, Muslims, former prisoners and foreigners in general, with the only interdiction of people convicted for murder. In the XVIII century, Tuscany was the first region in Italy to abolish death penalty (even if with some exceptions).

Tuscan economy is mainly based on agriculture, small and medium size enterprises, arts and crafts family tradition. Still today, it is possible to identify sub-regions according to local economy: for instance, Arezzo is specialised in gold trade and craft, Massa and Carrara in marble trade and craft, Siena in banking and financing, Florence and Pisa in administration and culture.

The session was concluded by a time line activity based on the participants’ regional history and culture. The scope of this workshop was to become conscious of the important role of regions in the building of Europe.

Maria Gigliola Toniollo: “New rights: individual rights, personal freedom, lay state”

Ms. Maria Gigliola Toniollo, Director of the New Rights National Sector of CGIL, the most important trade union in Italy, illustrated how CGIL focuses on various activities in the areas of genetics, freedom of communication on the net, personal data protection, fight against homophobia and transphobia.

She focused her speech on the meaning of “discrimination” and the defence of rights of homosexuals and transsexuals, not only on the workplace but also in their lives as a whole. She referred, first, to the specific situation of Italy, stressing the fact that CGIL has its foundation in the defence of lay state and individual rights and freedom. The perspective, then, shifted to how the EU will prohibit workplace discrimination and to the range of positive actions that could be started to educate society: set up worker guidance, legal advice and customized counselling services; undertake social and cultural initiatives to raise the awareness of the general public, with regard to explicit and implicit discrimination at work; increase the number of help centres.

She concluded illustrating the implementation of Directive 78/2000, that her office, members of the Parliament, gay and lesbian associations, legal experts and the European Commission have been working on, focusing against discrimination based on sexual orientation, in order to establish a general framework for equal treatment in employment and occupation.

Liliana Ellena: “Looking for Europe from its margins”

Ms. Liliana Ellena, from Turin, Research Fellow at the Kulturwissenschaftliches Institut in Essen (Germany), proposed a critical approach to the concept of European citizenship. She started from possible definitions of the words “Europe” and “margins” and the interconnection between these two elements. According to her view, in order to reflect upon the meaning of being Europeans, it is more useful to consider marginal European identities rather than the hegemonic forms of identity. This approach effects both the interpretation of European past history and the claim for European citizenship from migrants and Eastern Europeans.

The background of this speech lies in women and gender studies and their critics of the model of citizenship handed down from the Enlightment: this paradigm is based on the division between public and private sphere, feelings and politics, body and rationality. A gender approach, on the contrary, would facilitate the building of an inclusive European identity overlapping with other identities based on gender, generation, class or regional background. European Muslims or second generation migrants in Europe, for example, belong to different identities. Europe, then, does not mean a fixed identity, but a constantly changing one.

Mjellma Mehmeti: “Violence against women and domestic violence”

Ms. Mjellma Mehmeti, ACC Board Member from Macedonia, held a speech about domestic violence with particular attention on the situation in her home country. She started from a general definition of violence against women, based upon the UN Declaration of Elimination of Violence against Women: “Every act of violence, based on membership of a particular sex, which results or is conducive to resulting into physical, sexual or psychological harm, suffering of women, including the threats for such a behaviour”.

The speech, then, focused specifically on domestic violence, i.e. the one inflicted upon an adult woman by her partner or another adult member of the household. One of the most interesting points was the definition of the less identifiable form of violence, i.e. psychological violence, which can include an overall control over the woman, her isolation from family and friends, jealousy or possessiveness and verbal aggression. Psychological violence, though, is often associated with physical or sexual violence.

After these general definitions, the presentation tackled with the situation of domestic violence in Macedonia, where the main problems are the marginalization and the general insufficient knowledge of the phenomenon, the lack of official data and empirical knowledge and the insufficient legal coverage. Facing the need to make the problem visible, women NGOs dealing with domestic violence in Macedonia in the last few years strived for gathering official data by means of pilot and field researches and worked to raise public awareness by implementing media campaigns and by producing and spreading educational material.

Jan-Christoph Napierski: “Minority Rights in the future EU”

Mr. Jan-Cristoph Napierski, ACC board member and German living in Denmark, gave a lecture on minority rights in the future European Union. First, he spoke about the difficulty connected with the definition and recognition of minorities (depending on many factors, including power and money) and about the different situations from minority to minority. Then, he explained the difference between individual rights of minority representatives and collective rights of minorities as a whole (for example the right to show public signs of their existence, such as the national flag). The speech lamented the absence of minority resolutions in the European Union Treaties, while on the other hand it stressed the importance of the Council of Europe Conventions on minorities living in Europe. Minorities should have an important role in the future of the EU by contributing to the building of Europe.

Andrea Salvini: “Social rights and Citizenship in Europe”
The sociologist, Prof. Andrea Salvini, from the Faculty of Political Sciences at the University of Pisa, analysed the term of “social citizenship” from a sociological point of view, insisting on the conceptual richness of the terms involved. He considered “social citizenship” according to two complementary dimensions: «acquisition and exercise of the full rights of citizen […], now mainly understood as social rights», and «participation of the citizens to the social life of the community they belong to». Then, he took in consideration the processes and phenomena of social exclusion, which stop the construction of a society where all the members are socially recognised as citizens. He described these phenomena, such as poverty or unemployment, with the help of figures and statistics. As a third point, he went back to the concept of “social citizenship” as a set of processes that promote the access to definite social resources, with a focus on the situation of young people, whose access to these resources is not easy to reach.

Show us your Cultures

The event aimed at promoting a sphere of mutual understanding and cross-cultural integration, where everybody should have the “duty-right” to get close to the different realities coexisting in Europe and to respect them by trying to get over prejudices and stereotypes, often so deeply rooted in our minds. In such a frame, each morning started with the so-called “Show us your cultures” session, usually lasting 30-45 minutes, that was meant as a space where the participants from each country or ethnical group were asked in turns to present their home country’s cultural, social, politic, economical features, however they might wish (speeches, dances, games, music, videos, posters…). Brief historical descriptions were also successfully used as a tool for showing how some of today’s realities and mentalities are consequences of historical events and developments, surely different from country to country. This format has fruitfully been employed before in other Community College events.

These sessions have been really valuable and, above all, very participative: they did not simply consist in mono-directional conversations, but in interactive conversations between the presenters and the other participants. The listeners were often asked to take part in dances, games or “language lessons”, in a friendly and relaxed atmosphere. They were always keen to know something new about other cultures and they were not scared to realize that some widely accepted visions not always correspond to reality.

Participatory Activities

Activities, whether individual ones or performed in group, were an extremely valuable means to learn about the topics of the event, about people and cultures and they helped participants integrate among each other.

The prep-com displayed several kinds of activities, in order to make the course more dynamic and challenging, and the participants responded positively to such stimulations.

Introductory activities included ice-breaking games and provocative take-a-stand games on human rights (Agree/Disagree, The Imaginary Country, A Ladder of Human Rights), in order to start a discussion on the topics of the event.

Games and activities were session-related, since they followed or introduced, both in time and theme, the speeches, which they mirrored and reflected upon. For instance, the speeches of the gender session were introduced by two games focusing on how cultural patterns relate to physicality and how bodily contact is perceived. On the other hand, the session on “Tuscany Region of Europe” started with an oral presentation and ended with a time line activity, which allowed participants to have a global view on European events throughout time.

Working groups were most challenging, as members came from different European regions and had to find a common agreement. Vivid and constructive discussions also occurred when coming to the Charta Œcumenica- and the New Rights-related groups, after the lectures had introduced participants to these topics.

The New Rights Session included three working groups: homosexuality and homophobia, technology and personal data protection and bioethics. The first group focused on a recent Roman Catholic document (“Dichiarazioni sui progetti di riconoscimento legale di unioni omosessuali”) containing a strong statement against same-sex partnerships; the second group, having its departure point in art. 8 of the European Charter of Fundamental Rights and art. 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights, dealt with the development of the concept of privacy in relation with new technologies; finally, the third group started with an analysis of art. 3 of the European Charter and took into account the controversies linked to clonation and objections on the churches’ side, besides the specific situation of the countries where group members came from. Purpose of the groups’ discussion was elaborating questions for the plenary session, so to make the debate broad and essential at the same time. The target was hit, as participants complained they did not have enough time to go through all they would have wanted.

The so-called Big Europe Game was an outdoors treasure hunt meant as a lively and funny way to become familiar with European issues and to experience teamwork.

The outdoors role-play called Take a Step Forward (cfr. Compass, A Manual on Human Rights Education with Young People, Council of Europe Publishing, Strasbourg, 2002) aimed at provoking empathy with others who are different and underlining how social inequality is often a source of discrimination and exclusion. This was one of the best participated activities and was followed by an emotional discussion that most participants took part in.

Home Groups

In a multicultural context, every participant has his or her own way to express him or herself. It is difficult to find a common way to make participants feel comfortable and safe. The Home Groups aimed at creating a daily safe place and moment for every participant. In a small group, it is easier to trust the others and to speak up one’s voice. Home Groups might be a moment and a place to share opinions that, for any reason, could not be shared during the common activities of the day. It might also be the place to share feelings about possible exclusions and misunderstandings. It might be the moment to say something one was worried about or ashamed of. It was a crucial and balancing moment of the programme.

During this event, the participants were divided in balanced groups of four people, were given a group name (in this case, all names were titles of Italian operas) and a place to meet. The members of the Home Groups were the same for the entire event. In order to let the Home Group members get acquainted with one another, these groups helped washing the dishes and setting the table for the next meal in rotation.

This methodology is a tradition of WSCF-ER events.

Market of Ideas

As in a goods market, where people go to see and buy the goods exposed in the stalls, but sometimes just with the hope to meet people, in the same way participants dressed the walls of a room with attractive and colourful posters presenting the ideas, the aims and the activities promoted by the associations they belong to. The aim of this Market of Ideas was not to sell ideas, but to create an informal space to exchange ideas in a familiar and lively atmosphere. In fact, the exhibition was presented after dinner in the bar room, where people usually had a drink and socialised, and was kept there until the end of the event. Most participants were active in NGOs/VAs and worked individually or in groups to arrange their posters. Two nights were spent to present the Market: the single explanations have been often followed by questions from the audience. The reactions were very positive and developed in a constructive direction.

The Market was a good chance to let the others learn about NGOs or VAs active either in the field of human and social rights, or in the one of cultural and student initiatives. Thus, a usual socialising moment has become a place to know more about each other and exchange ideas, experiences and different ways of being active citizens. The initiative has also offered an opportunity to establish useful and hopefully long-lasting contacts among people and associations.

What follows is a list of the organisations that were presented.

	name
	Contact persons
	Short profile

	Amnesty International
	Elisabeth Alber (Italy)
Emma Yeoman (United Kingdom)
	Worldwide organisation promoting and defending human rights.

	IWGIA
International Workgroup
for Indigenous Affairs
	Lars Rasmussen (Denmark)
Peter Larsen (Denmark)
	Non profit organisation supporting indigenous peoples’ rights.

	Jovens pela Europa
	Vitor Vieira (Portugal)
Leonor Lourenço (Portugal)
Rita Cruz (Portugal)
	Informal group composed of young people that have participated in Community Colleges.

	Kinozona
	Alyona Nikulina (Latvia)
Violeta Makarova (Latvia)
	Student organisation promoting cultural and social activities.

	KMDSZ
Hungarian Student Union of Kolozsvàr
	Attila Incze (Romania)
Arpad Czirjak (Romania)
	Student organisation of the Hungarian minority in Romania.

	Libertatia
	Elena Fernandez Sanchez (Spain)
Maria Jose Jurado Exposito (Spain)
	Cultural youth association.

	NEKI
Legal Defence Bureau for National and Ethnic Minorities 
	Marton Udvari (Hungary)
	NGO protecting minority rights in Hungary and offering legal defence.

	Societatea Romana Speranta
	Claudia Don (Romania)
	NGO working for people with mental disabilities.

	www.russland-in-berlin.de 
	Yuliya Larycheva (Ucraine/Germany)
	Organisation dealing with issues related to the Russian immigrants in Germany.

	YFU
Youth for Understanding
	Erik Jentges (Germany)
	Youth exchange organisation, working on an intercultural basis.

	CIVGOV
	Erik Jentges (Germany)
	Organised Civil Society and European Governance.

	ACC Friends in Bulgaria
	Nataliya Nikolova (Bulgaria)
Dimitar Bogdanov (Bulgaria)
	Informal group of ACC-members in Bulgaria.

	Viljandi Public Education Centre
	Toomas Lapp (Estonia)
	Centre offering courses to unemployed and/or retired people for no fee or minimal fee.

	Sülem
	Kadi Luuri (Estonia)
	Association of Sociology Students in Estonia.

	Estonian psychology students association
	Larissa Kus (Estonia)
	Association of Psychology Students in Estonia.

	National Probation Service
	Borbala Ivany (Hungary)
	Governmental Crime Prevention programme offering punishments “alternative” to the legal system.

	Loja Jovem 
	Rosa Silva (Portugal)
	Centre linked with the Town Hall of Odivelas and working with disadvantaged children.

	APAV
Associação de Apoio à Vítima
	Rita Cruz (Portugal)
	Association giving psychological, social, emotional and juridical support to victims of violence.

	Banco Alimentar contra a Fome
	Rita Cruz (Portugal)
	Association providing food support to homeless and disadvantaged people.

	Goethe-Institut Mannheim
	Christian Schwartz (Germany)
	Cultural organization offering programmes for foreign students.


Panel Session

The Panel is a moment that transforms the participants into lecturers in quite a formal way. Eleven participants were chosen as panellists on the basis of the following criteria: regional and gender balance, empowerment of people who “spoke their voice” less than others during the event. For the occasion, the meeting room has been set as a conference hall, with a table and a floor. The panel was organised in two sessions: the first one with five participants, the second one with six. The speakers presented the human rights situation in their own countries and local contexts in a European frame. They were free to choose the way to have their presentation, but were bound to a strict five-minute-limit. After all the five or six speakers finished their presentation, reactions from the floor and among themselves made it one of the liveliest moments of the project.

The issues raised were various. Domestic violence is a matter of great concern in Portugal and Spain, since the public opinion is becoming more aware of this problem, which is gaining visibility with the women’s consciousness of their rights. Police violence, especially towards minorities, was also mentioned by these countries. The same problem with police violence, linked with structural corruption of police officials, is to be found in Hungary and Bulgaria, where it mainly affects minorities, especially Roma people. The particular position of the Curds has been illustrated by the Turkish speaker. Latvia and Estonia do not recognise citizenship rights to the Russian minorities. The question “Can there be any rights with no proper justice protection?” came from the Portuguese and Italian speakers. Another issue raised by the Danish, German, Italian and Spanish speakers is connected with immigrants’ rights. Nevertheless, Italians are not always aware of the real situation, since the media, mostly controlled by the government, do not give accurate information. It was interesting to get to know that most of the properties confiscated during the Communist era in Romania, are still to be given back to their proper owners.

Excursions and visits in the surrounding area

Several excursions and visits in the surroundings of Casa Cares completed this Community College event.

On the arrivals day, Mr. Paul Krieg offered to guide the newcomers through the villa where Casa Cares is located and entertained the audience not only by telling the story of the place, but also by explaining rural traditions connected with the farmhouse (olive oil and wine production, the métayer system etc.). The tour was such a big success that latecomers who missed it on the first day asked Mr. Krieg to offer another tour on the next day. Later in the event, Mr. Krieg took advantage of a free moment to go together with a group of participants to see a XIII century abbey and a large oil and wine farm villa in the neighbourhood.

A one-day excursion to Florence was organised thanks to the cooperation of some Florentine institutions. A visit to Palazzo Vecchio, the ancient building that nowadays hosts Florence Town Hall and a museum, was kindly offered by Musei Fiorentini – Comune di Firenze (Township of Florence). The association Museo dei Ragazzi (www.museoragazzi.it) performed an interesting and well-arranged tour through the palace, showing not only the Monumental Quarters, but also other fascinating sites, otherwise precluded to the public, such as the impressive trusses of the Salone dei Cinquecento designed by Giorgio Vasari and the richly decorated Cabinet of Francesco I. The tour also included an audience with Duchess Eleonora di Toledo, wife of Duke Cosimo I de’ Medici: an actress wearing period costume and interpreting the role of the Duchess had a conversation with the ERCC participants, touching upon several aspects of the XVI century life. At the end of the visit, Mr. Giuseppe Matulli, deputy mayor of Florence, greeted the group in the Sala dei Cinquecento. Afterwards, the group had a guided tour in the Galleria dell’Accademia, one of the most famous Florentine museums, which hosts Michelangelo’s David and other sculptures. Entrance to the museum was kindly offered by the Soprintendenza Speciale per il Polo Museale Fiorentino (Special Superintendence for Florentine Museums). Finally, the group had some free time in Florence before getting back to Casa Cares.

Before the end of the event, a half-day excursion in the Arno Valley was organised by the Township of Reggello, whose guide led the group to the Romanesque church of S. Pietro a Cascia and related museum, near Reggello, where a XV century triptych by Masaccio is kept. Then, the tour went to the Benedictine abbey of Vallombrosa, founded in 1036 and still working as a monastery, which is located in a forest at about 1000 m over the sea.

Booklet Workshops

The Booklet Workshops took place on the last days of the programme and aimed at giving the participants a possibility to creatively express their personal views on human rights, by writing articles, essays or fiction texts or by crafting artistic items, according to the group they joined. Some participants worked individually, some preferred to cooperate with others on a common task. All of them presented their products in plenary session before the end of the event.

The booklet is meant as a valuable follow-up to the event striving to involve former participants in editing and to publish the results as a permanent resource to be delivered among European networks. A working group consisting of the prep-com and some former participants has been established in order to edit the booklet, which we expect to publish in the next months.

Social moments

Social moments are one of the most important aspects of every Community College event and it is not easy to put them on paper, because they involve feelings, impressions and human relationships. What one can do is just to enumerate the social events occurring within the Community College. The rest must be experienced.

Several socialising arrangements were organised by the prep-com, while other ones were spontaneously proposed by the participants. The spare time was keenly used for playing and listening to music, drinking, dancing, singing, playing volleyball and a new sport called “bumball” and, last but not least, the coffee- and tea-breaks under the shadow of the portico.

On the arrival day, an ice-breaking session was arranged, in order to allow the participants to introduce themselves and to get in touch with the others as spontaneously as possible. At the same time, participants started to familiarise with the topic of human rights, by playing a game based upon the first article of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

An optional movie session proposed the queer movie The ignorant Fairies (Le fate ignoranti) by the Italian/Turkish director Ferzan Ozpetek, and it was joined by the whole group of participants.

Food and drink exchanges took place during the Europe party – a sort of “barter” of typical and national cakes or drinks – and a delicious and much appreciated Multicultural Dinner, where the participants prepared gastronomic and drinking specialities from their home country. Before eating, each dish was presented to the others.

Financing

The following funds and institutions made it financially possible to realise the ERCC: the European Youth Foundation of the Council of Europe, Casa Cares, the Ente Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze, the Unione Femminile della Chiesa Evangelica Valdese di Livorno and the Commissione Esecutiva del Terzo Distretto della Chiesa Evangelica Valdese (Unione delle chiese valdesi e metodiste) and the Arcidiocesi di Perugia - Città della Pieve. Dr. Aldo Giordano, Secretary General of Consilium Conferentiarum Episcoporum Europae, kindly contributed with a private donation. Participants paid a fee themselves.
Evaluation

Participants’ evaluation

Participants’ evaluation has been both verbal and written and was made at two different stages of the programme: a mid-term and a final evaluation.

The in itinere evaluation was made in order to mark a turning point between the first part, consisting in inputs in the form of lectures and activities, and the second one, based upon the participants’ output by means of the Panel Session and the Booklet Workshops. This evaluation was divided in two parts: one focused on the past days, the other one on the participants’ expectations for the coming days.

The first evaluation activity was the “Four walls”, which combined movement and option of discussion. The four walls of the room represented different answers to the prep-com’s questions: “no”, “yes”, “I don’t know” and “I want to say something”. For each question the participants should take a stand in front of a specific wall. Only people at the “I want to say something” corner might speak. Many judged the venue and the activities so far positively, though some complained about a lack of time for adequate debate after the lectures and for discussion in the workgroups. Most participants did not show a definite opinion about the lectures. To the question whether their expectations were fulfilled, most went to the “I don’t know” corner, while others expressed contradictory remarks, swinging between wishing more work and wishing more fun. About the “home-groups”, some suggested more flexibility and maybe a rotation of the groups.

The second part of the mid-term evaluation was carried through by the “wall writing” technique using a white big poster, that the participants had to cover with post-its containing their expectations and suggestions for the remaining days. The participants had time to think quietly for themselves before being influenced by the others’ ideas. The general approach was positive and constructive.

The final evaluation was made through a dynamic activity, where participants should answer to the prep-com’s questions by giving a mark (from 1 to 10). They could not speak, but simply take a stand in front of one of 10 chairs representing the wished mark: the result was a living histogram. Most of the questions were the same as the mid-term evaluation, so that a comparison was possible. This activity was followed by a free discussion with personal comments, observations and suggestions. Compared to the mid-term results, the evaluation of the lectures in general was still quite sceptical especially for the lack of English fluency in some cases. Some lamented that the topics were not deepened enough. A slight change compared with the mid-term evaluation was to be seen concerning the fulfilment of the expectations, since most people expressed their general satisfaction. The most appreciated parts of the programme were the social moments that proved to facilitate integration, the good atmosphere created within the group, but also thanks to the charming venue, and the excursions in the surroundings. Highly participatory moments such as the panel session, the Show us your Cultures sessions and the Market of Ideas were a big success.

Organisers’ evaluation

As a premise, we would like to stress the fact that the ERCC was our first experience with organising a Community College event, so it was a challenge not only with regard to our personal expertise, but also to the local Mediterranean context that is not much familiar with the concept of non-formal adult education or the residential school approach. Therefore, it is obvious that many things are to be improved, but we may say that our general evaluation of the event is positive and encouraging.

The whole experience has been a step towards the acquisition of skills and an opportunity for a personal development on the organisers’ side. The process of planning the programme on beforehand, together with the practice of running the activity during the event, have offered a precious possibility to learn how to work in a team and to interact with the group of participants.

Among the critics put forward by the participants, we can mention the lack of time for discussion after the speeches and during small groups activity. In fact, we have noticed a strong need for debating and exchanging opinions among the group of participants and also between them and the external speakers. Participatory activities such as the panel session and the Market of Ideas were so successful that we had to extend them to a longer period than it was planned. Therefore, we will strive for a better time distribution in future events and we will give adequate space to participatory activities.

Another remark from some of the most experienced participants was that topics should have been deepened more. This was not an unexpected outcome for the organisers, though, but it was a clear choice in planning the first ERCC as an overall introduction to human rights issues in Europe. At the same time, facing a heterogeneous group of people with different ages and know-how, this choice was meant to ease and welcome younger and less experienced participants. Actually, the feedback from the youngest participants proved that we hit this target.

We also perceived a general intolerance of external lecturers on the participants’ side, who seemed biased and a bit “snooty” towards the speeches. No critics were made to the contents of the lectures, but some lamented poor English fluency. In general, participants did not show much flexibility and good disposition towards people from outside: they wanted to be protagonists and preferred to speak themselves rather than to listen. We are willing to plan more space in the future for the participants to speak and express their ideas, but still we believe it is fundamental to plan lectures, in order to give the participants a general introduction to the topics of the event. Input and inspiration are necessary also because not everyone has prior knowledge of these issues. We are fully aware, though, that intercultural learning consists not only of learning about facts, but especially of learning with each other and from each other, to put it simply: learning by living together.

Conclusion: Results and Follow-up

The ERCC resulted in a promising multiplying effect at various levels.

The participants have been introduced to the ACC, its history and aims, since many of them were not acquainted with the association. At the end of the event, they have been invited to become members of the ACC, in order to give them the possibility to interact with other committed Europeans and at the same time to enlarge the European network of the association. 20 participants signed in for membership: this is a very good outcome, if we take into account that a few participants were already members. It is a major vision of ACC-members (most of which have already experienced Community College life) that many more Europeans should have the chance of participating in an international experience some time in their life. This will help establishing other events in the following years and taking up new initiatives in the future.

In fact, during the final evaluation session, some came with proposals for future projects in their home countries. In particular, the most concrete proposal is the one put forward by the Portuguese participants, that aim at establishing a new ACC Committee and organising a Community College event in Portugal. This new project would be the second Community College event taking place in the Mediterranean area after the ERCC. Therefore, we find it extremely valuable for spreading the Community College experience in Mediterranean countries, where non-formal education is not well known.

Another form for following-up the ERCC is the establishment of a working group on human rights issues. Some of the most active and constructive participants have accepted to take part in this group that should be adopted by the ACC Board as a new Committee. This working group will co-operate with the ACC Italy Committee in different tasks, such as editing the Booklet, moderating the ERCC Forum on the website involving others to contribute on human rights issues and finally brainstorming on the topics to focus on in the ERCC II project. Apart from following-up the ERCC-experience, one of our main aims is to encourage new forms of active membership for the ACC-members, in a time when the association is getting bigger and bigger and there is a clear need for active involvement. The proposal has met very good reactions and we hope that this experiment becomes a model for future initiatives.

Appendixes

Detailed Schedule
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ERCC 2003

Europe of Rights Community College

Reggello (Italy), 2nd-11th August 2003

Saturday 2nd August 2003

Arrivals during the day

18:00-18:15

Ice-breaking

18:15-19:30

Welcome and visit of the House
by Mr. Paul Krieg, Deacon, Director of Casa Cares

19:30


Dinner

20:30


Socialising Session

Sunday 3rd August 2003

08:30-09:30

Breakfast

09:30-10:15

Introduction to the ERCC Programme

Introductory Game on Human Rights: Agree/Disagree
What is the ACC?
by Ms. Mjellma Mehmeti, ACC Board Member, Skopje (Macedonia)

10:15-10:45

Morning Session: Show us your Cultures: Italy

10:45-11:00

Coffee-break

11:00-12:30

Creative Session on the ECHR

Activity: The Imaginary Country
13:00


Lunch

15:00-17:00

Key-note Speech: The new European Constitution
by Mr. Valdo Spini, MP, Member of the European Convention

17:00-17:30

Tea-break

17:30-19:00

Creative Session on the ECFR

Activity: A Ladder of Human Rights
Activity: Reinventing the Charter
Key-note Speech: Introduction to the ECFR
by Ms. Conchi Gallego, ACC Board Member, Madrid (Spain)

19:00-19:30

Break

19:30


Dinner

21:00-21:30

Introduction to Home Groups
21:30


Music Session

Monday 4th August 2003

08:30-09:30

Breakfast – Transfer to Reggello Town Hall
09:30-10:30

Morning Session: Show us your Cultures: Latvia and Spain

10:30-11:30

Creative Session on Charta Œcumenica I

Key-note Speech: Charta Œcumenica from a Protestant perspective
by Rev. Gianna Sciclone, Minister of the Waldensian Church of Florence, Charta Œcumenica Drafting Committee

Key-note Speech: European Unity as a Challenge to Christian Unity after the Charta Œcumenica
by Rev. Elio Bromuri, Chief Editor of the Weekly “La Voce”, Communication Coordinator of the Archbishopric of Perugia

11:30-11:45

Coffee-break

11:45-12:45

Creative Session on Charta Œcumenica II

Activity: Charta Œcumenica and human rights

13:00


Transfer to Casa Cares – Lunch

15:00-17:00

The Big Europe Game
17:00-17:30

Tea-break

17:30-19:00

Key-note Speech: Tuscany Region of Europe
by Ms. Laura Casorio, Project Manager, FCEI (Federation of the Protestant Churches in Italy), Rome

19:00-19:30

Break

19:30


Dinner

21:00-21:30

Participants’ Session: Home Groups
21:30


Preparing the Market of Ideas
Tuesday 5th August 2003

08:30-09:30

Breakfast

09:30-10:30

Morning Session: Show us your Cultures: Bulgaria and Denmark

10:30-11:00

New Rights Session

Key-note Speech: New Rights: individual rights, personal freedom, lay State
by Ms. Maria Gigliola Toniollo, Trade-unionist, CGIL (Italian General Workers’ Confederation) National New Rights Coordinator, Rome

11:00-12:00
Discussion in groups: 1) Bioethics; 2) Technology and Data Protection; 3) Homosexuality and Homophobia

12:00-13:00
Debate in Plenary

13:00


Lunch

15:00-17:00

Gender Session I

Activities: Can’t touch this! - The Sheep and the Elk
17:00-17:30

Tea-break

17:30-19:00

Gender Session II

Key-note Speech: Women’s Rights in Macedonia
by Ms. Mjellma Mehmeti, ACC Board Member, Skopje (Macedonia)

Key-note Speech: Looking for Europe from its margins
by Ms. Liliana Ellena, Research Group on “Europe and Love”, Kulturwissenschaftliches Institut, Essen (Germany)

19:00-19:30

Break

19:30


Dinner

21:00-21:30

Participants’ Session: Home Groups
21:30


Presenting the Market of Ideas

Wednesday 6th August 2003

07:30-08:15

Breakfast

08:30 (sharp)
Excursion to Florence:

- visit to Palazzo Vecchio (Florence Town Hall and museum), kindly offered by Musei Fiorentini – Comune di Firenze and arranged by Museo dei Ragazzi

- visit to Galleria dell’Accademia (Michelangelo’s David and other sculptures), kindly offered by Soprintendenza Speciale per il Polo Museale Fiorentino

- tour of the city

- free time

18:15


Transfer to Casa Cares

19:30


Dinner

Thursday 7th August 2003

08:30-09:30

Breakfast

09:30-10:00

Morning Session: Show us your Cultures: Kosovo and Macedonia

10:00-11:00

Minority Rights Session

Key-note Speech: Minority Rights in the future EU
by Mr. Jan-Christoph Napierski, ACC Board Member, Aarhus (Denmark)

11:00-11:15

Coffee-break

11:15-13:00

Social Rights Session

Key-note Speech: Social Rights and Citizenship in Europe
by Prof. Andrea Salvini, Sociologist, Centre for Peace Studies, Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Pisa

13:00


Lunch

15:00-16:00

Activity: Take a Step forward
16:00-17:00

Participants’ Session: mid-term Evaluation

17:00-17:30

Tea-break

17:30-19:00

Panel Session on Human Rights:

I part: Estonia Germany Hungary Italy Kosovo Portugal

II part: Bulgaria Denmark Latvia Romania Spain

19:00-19:30

Break

19:30


Dinner

21:00-21:30

Introduction to the outcome Booklet

21:30


Europe Party

Friday 8th August 2003

08:30-09:30

Breakfast

09:30-10:30

Morning Session: Show us your Cultures: Estonia and Germany

10:30-11:15

Booklet Workshops I (articles, essays, fiction, artistic items)

11:15-11:30

Coffee-break

11:30-13:00
Booklet Workshops II

13:00


Lunch

15:00-17:00

Booklet Workshops III

17:00-17:30

Tea-break

17:30-19:00

Booklet Workshops IV

19:00-19:30

Break

19:30


Dinner

21:00-21:30

Participants’ Session: Home Groups
21:30


Movie Session: The Ignorant Fairies, by Ferzan Ozpetek, Italy 2000


Saturday 9th August 2003

08:30-09:30

Breakfast

09:30-10:00

Morning Session: Show us your Cultures: Portugal

10:00-12:30

Guided Tour in the Arno Valley

organised by Comune di Reggello

13:00


Lunch

15:00-17:00

Booklet Workshops V

17:00-17:30

Tea-break

17:30-19:00

Booklet Workshops VI

19:00-19:30

Break

19:30


Dinner

20:30-21:00

Participants’ Session: Home Groups
21:00


Bumball Session

Sunday 10th August 2003

08:30-09:30

Breakfast

09:30-10:30

Morning Session: Show us your Cultures: Hungary and Romania

10:30-11:15

Booklet Workshops VII

11:15-11:30

Coffee-break

11:30-13:00

Presentation of the Booklet Results I

13:00


Lunch

15:00-16:00

Presentation of the Booklet Results II

16:00-17:00

Final Evaluation and Proposals for Follow-up

17:00-17:30

Tea-break

17:30-20:00

Preparing Multicultural Dinner and Farewell Party

20:00


Multicultural Dinner and Farewell Party

Monday 11th August 2003

08:30-09:30

Breakfast

Departures during the day
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Project Description

INITIATIVE OF THE ACC: “EUROPE OF RIGHTS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 2003”

The working title of the project is:

“Europe of Rights Community College 2003

Intercultural Dialogue and Mutual Understanding in European Societies”

Summary

The ACC (Association for Community Colleges) is going to carry through a one-week Community College exchange for 40 young Europeans, concerning the importance of fundamental human rights for the implementation of intercultural dialogue and mutual understanding in our societies. The Council of Europe’s European Convention on Human Rights and the European Union’s European Charter of Fundamental Rights will offer a point of departure for the discussion. This discussion is intended to be a part of the long-lasting, broad and thorough debate, which is hoped for in expectation of the European Constitution in 2004.

Moreover, particular attention will be devoted to the Charta Œcumenica, signed in Strasbourg on April 22nd 2001 by the Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the Council of European Bishops’ Conferences (CCEE), and to its role in the process of defining a “European identity”. This part of the project will be carried through by the WSCF-ER (World Student Christian Federation – Europe Region), which is our main co-operational partner.

The exchange is going to take place on August 2nd-11th 2003 in Reggello (Florence) at Casa Cares, a retreat and group meeting centre managed by the Waldensian Reformed Church of Italy.

Background

Europeans have realized the existence of questions which are not to be solved inside a system of states all having sovereignty in all questions. A certain development has then characterized the history after the Second World War. Sovereignties among states have been loosened and discussions take now place in super-nation-states forums as well as in nation-states forums. More and more people can imagine a system of states less defined in accordance with national borders. The European capitals, former centers of discussions, now have to realize that they are both centers and periphery. The discussions have, unfortunately, not only moved horizontally (to Brussels, Strasbourg etc.), but they have also moved vertically. Most of us are not participants in the definite discussions. They are much more run by professionals and officials, most not even elected, and we do not even know their names. Moreover, we do not know the parties discussing, those parties our state-politicians meet in discussions, we do not know their points of view and we do not know the context of these points of view.

Those in power in this system (the voters of the citizens) do not know with whom they are talking. In such a system it is a permanent temptation for those in decision and for those giving voice to the public opinion to make these mysterious unknown dialogue-partners into scapegoats and culprits in problems belonging in reality to domestic affairs.

It is a necessity that Europeans know much more about each other, that they understand the background of the points of view presented in the different forums and of the representatives of the different states. It is important that they understand, on one hand, which cultural values the populations want to preserve and to be respected and, on the other hand, which ones should be considered common among Europeans.

In short, a common European public and permanent discussion is needed. This ”community” based on common questions should not only be a professional one.

The object of the project

In order to let young people of all Europe become familiar with the recent developments in the policy of fundamental human rights in Europe, the ACC wishes to put this issue on the agenda of a Community College exchange, taking place in summer 2003.

We expect the exchange to be the first of its kind, but we do see it as an experiment, which aims at organizing similar projects also in the future and at different locations or at more institutions cooperating.

Target group

It is crucial for us to find representatives of many European identities. There should be no dominating groups, while the group constituting the “Europe of Rights Community College 2003” should be an international one.

The main recruitment of participants will be carried out in close co-operation with the local branches of the ACC and with its co-operational partners. The ACC has representatives in about 25 European countries.

We aim at inviting groups of young people active in our partner organisations. We expect this people to be multiplying the intercultural competencies and experiences they may be enriched with.

Participants should be between 18 and 26 years of age.

To participate English must be understood and spoken.

We aim at receiving 40 participants.

Contents of the exchange

The exchange will last one week. Participation includes room and board.

Before attending the exchange, participants are asked (a) to investigate how the European policy of fundamental human rights is received in their countries, with particular attention to the media; (b) to investigate the problems connected to the relationship between the European Convention on Human Rights and the European Charter of Fundamental Rights; (c) to present their results through a website before the exchange. Active involvement of participants will be sought in defining the detailed programme of the event.

In order to give thorough information about the European Convention on Human Rights, the European Charter of Fundamental Rights, the Charta Œcumenica and the process leading to the EU Inter Governmental Conference of 2004, (a) experts are invited to present various aspects of this composite process and its political potential; (b) workshops on the issue are planned by the ACC, in co-operation with our partner organisations; (c) in particular, our main co-operational partner WSCF-ER will propose an analysis of the Charta Œcumenica in connection with the EU Charter.

We expect the discussion on these issues to be participated by youth coming from both EU-member states and non-EU-member-states. It is crucial for us not to be a part of an exclusive thinking, but rather to be a part of an inclusive one, encouraging the inspiration to flow between EU-states, pre-accession-states and non-EU-states.

Through the form of the Community College, we expect participants to obtain an understanding of which values could be considered European – this including respect for European diversity.

Timetable

The exchange is going to last for one week and will take place in Reggello (Florence, Italy) at Casa Cares, a retreat and group meeting centre managed by the Waldensian Reformed Church of Italy, on August 2nd-11th 2003. We expect the exchange to be repeated in the following years and we hope to include more institutions in Europe in the process of developing a discussion on common European issues and a mutual understanding between different cultures.

Organizational elements

The ACC Italy committee, headed by Eva Valvo, in close co-operation with WSCF-ER and the other partner organisations, will be responsible for the project.

The working language will be English.

Financing

We expect the pilot-project to be supported by the EU-commission (Youth Programme), the Council of Europe (EYF), and the ACC International, as well as by domestic public and private funds. We expect participants to pay a fee themselves.

Multiplying effect

Internet addresses on main information sources on common political issues, presented by participants before and during the exchange, are to be uploaded to a website on the Internet, as a permanent resource also in the future.

Participants are invited to be members of the ACC. It is a main vision of ACC-members (most of which have already had a Community College experience) that many more Europeans should have the chance of participating in an international/European exchange some time in their life. This is going to make it easier to establish another exchange in the following year and to take up new initiatives in the future.

Co-operators

The project is carried through on ACC initiative. The ACC is a European organization. Please confer the website (http://www.acc.eu.org) for further information.

The ACC is closely co-operating with the World Student Christian Federation – Europe Region (WSCF-ER; http://www.wscfeurope.org) and with the Waldensian Church Centre Casa Cares in Reggello, Florence (http://www.casacares.it).

Furthermore, we expect to be co-operating with more European organisations on this project.

Copenhagen, October 11th, 2000

Revised in Aabenraa, February 2nd, 2001

Revised in Pisa, June 26th, 2001

Revised in Pisa, January 19th, 2002

Revised in Pisa, March 26th, 2002

Revised in Reggello, September 21st, 2002
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