Initiative of the ACC:
“Europe of Rights Community College 2003”

The working title of the project is:
“Europe of Rights Community College 2003
Intercultural Dialogue and Mutual Understanding in European Societies”

Summary

The ACC (Association for Community Colleges) is going to carry through a one-week Community College exchange for 40 young Europeans, concerning the importance of fundamental human rights for the implementation of intercultural dialogue and mutual understanding in our societies. The Council of Europe’s European Convention on Human Rights and the European Union’s European Charter of Fundamental Rights will offer a point of departure for the discussion. This discussion is intended to be a part of the long-lasting, broad and thorough debate, which is hoped for in expectation of the European Constitution in 2004.

Moreover, particular attention will be devoted to the Charta Œcumenica, signed in Strasbourg on April 22nd 2001 by the Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the Council of European Bishops’ Conferences (CCEE), and to its role in the process of defining a “European identity”. This part of the project will be carried through by the WSCF-ER (World Student Christian Federation – Europe Region), which is our main co-operational partner.

The exchange is going to take place on August 2nd-11th 2003 in Reggello (Florence) at Casa Cares, a retreat and group meeting centre managed by the Waldensian Reformed Church of Italy.

Background

Europeans have realized the existence of questions which are not to be solved inside a system of states all having sovereignty in all questions. A certain development has then characterized the history after the Second World War. Sovereignties among states have been loosened and discussions take now place in super-nation-states forums as well as in nation-states forums. More and more people can imagine a system of states less defined in accordance with national borders. The European capitals, former centers of discussions, now have to realize that they are both centers and periphery. The discussions have, unfortunately, not only moved horizontally (to Brussels, Strasbourg etc.), but they have also moved vertically. Most of us are not participants in the definite discussions. They are much more run by professionals and officials, most not even elected, and we do not even know their names. Moreover, we do not know the parties discussing, those parties our state-politicians meet in discussions, we do not know their points of view and we do not know the context of these points of view.

Those in power in this system (the voters of the citizens) do not know with whom they are talking. In such a system it is a permanent temptation for those in decision and for those giving voice to the public opinion to make these mysterious unknown dialogue-partners into scapegoats and culprits in problems belonging in reality to domestic affairs.

It is a necessity that Europeans know much more about each other, that they understand the background of the points of view presented in the different forums and of the representatives of the different states. It is important that they understand, on one hand, which cultural values the populations want to preserve and to be respected and, on the other hand, which ones should be considered common among Europeans.

In short, a common European public and permanent discussion is needed. This ”community” based on common questions should not only be a professional one.

The object of the project.

In order to let young people of all Europe become familiar with the recent developments in the policy of fundamental human rights in Europe, the ACC wishes to put this issue on the agenda of a Community College exchange, taking place in summer 2003.

We expect the exchange to be the first of its kind, but we do see it as an experiment, which aims at organizing similar projects also in the future and at different locations or at more institutions cooperating.

Target group.

It is crucial for us to find representatives of many European identities. There should be no dominating groups, while the group constituting the “Europe of Rights Community College 2003” should be an international one.

The main recruitment of participants will be carried out in close co-operation with the local branches of the ACC and with its co-operational partners. The ACC has representatives in about 25 European countries.

We aim at inviting groups of young people active in our partner organisations. We expect this people to be multiplying the intercultural competencies and experiences they may be enriched with.

Participants should be between 18 and 26 years of age.

To participate English must be understood and spoken.

We aim at receiving 40 participants.

Contents of the exchange

The exchange will last one week. Participation includes room and board.

Before attending the exchange, participants are asked (a) to investigate how the European policy of fundamental human rights is received in their countries, with particular attention to the media; (b) to investigate the problems connected to the relationship between the European Convention on Human Rights and the European Charter of Fundamental Rights; (c) to present their results through a website before the exchange. Active involvement of participants will be sought in defining the detailed programme of the event.

In order to give thorough information about the European Convention on Human Rights, the European Charter of Fundamental Rights, the Charta Œcumenica and the process leading to the EU Inter Governmental Conference of 2004, (a) experts are invited to present various aspects of this composite process and its political potential; (b) workshops on the issue are planned by the ACC, in co-operation with our partner organisations; (c) in particular, our main co-operational partner WSCF-ER will propose an analysis of the Charta Œcumenica in connection with the EU Charter.

We expect the discussion on these issues to be participated by youth coming from both EU-member states and non-EU-member-states. It is crucial for us not to be a part of an exclusive thinking, but rather to be a part of an inclusive one, encouraging the inspiration to flow between EU-states, pre-accession-states and non-EU-states.

Through the form of the Community College, we expect participants to obtain an understanding of which values could be considered European – this including respect for European diversity.

Timetable.

The exchange is going to last for one week and will take place in Reggello (Florence, Italy) at Casa Cares, a retreat and group meeting centre managed by the Waldensian Reformed Church of Italy, on August 2nd-11th 2003. We expect the exchange to be repeated in the following years and we hope to include more institutions in Europe in the process of developing a discussion on common European issues and a mutual understanding between different cultures.

Organizational elements.

The ACC Italy committee, headed by Eva Valvo, in close co-operation with WSCF-ER and the other partner organisations, will be responsible for the project.

The working language will be English.

Financing.

We expect the pilot-project to be supported by the EU-commission (Youth Programme), the Council of Europe (EYF), and the ACC International, as well as by domestic public and private funds. We expect participants to pay a fee themselves.

Multiplying effect.

Internet addresses on main information sources on common political issues, presented by participants before and during the exchange, are to be uploaded to a website on the Internet, as a permanent resource also in the future.

Participants are invited to be members of the ACC. It is a main vision of ACC-members (most of which have already had a Community College experience) that many more Europeans should have the chance of participating in an international/European exchange some time in their life. This is going to make it easier to establish another exchange in the following year and to take up new initiatives in the future.

Co-operators.

The project is carried through on ACC initiative. The ACC is a European organization. Please confer the website (http://www.acc.eu.org) for further information.

The ACC is closely co-operating with the World Student Christian Federation – Europe Region (WSCF-ER; http://www.wscfeurope.org) and with the Waldensian Church Centre Casa Cares in Reggello, Florence (http://www.casacares.it).

Furthermore, we expect to be co-operating with more European organisations on this project.
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