Initiative of the ACC:
“Schools for Europe Community College III – Validation (valuing) of non-formal and informal learning in community college activities.”

Summary
The ACC (Association for Community Colleges) will be carrying out a one-week community college for 20 young Europeans with the purpose of discussing validation (valuing) of non-formal and informal learning in community college activities. The community college will take place at a the International People’s College from September 3rd to 10th 2006.

Background
Due to the fact of the competitiveness of the Common Market in knowledge and networks economy, the Lisbon Agenda and the process that follows affirms that the competences that one obtains in non-formal and informal learning are to be made visible and comparable. In the Lisbon Agenda key aspects such as EU-citizens ability of learning, training, living and working in a knowledge society were defined (real competences). The agenda of youth politics (for instance the White Paper of youth politics) emphasizes on the aspects; living and working, because both aspects indicates participatory democracy and active citizenship. Especially the youth and sport department of the Council of Europe and the youth unit of EAC (The EU-Commission) are aware of the possibilities involved - especially for the INGYO’s.
The motive of the ACC for undertaking this project is to create a forum in which young Europeans get the opportunity to state their opinions on validation (valuing) and how to create a successful validation-system - a validation-system that does not challenge the benefits achieved in a non-examinational environment. Due to globalization, a need for a dialogue about validation has emerged. By creating “Schools for Europe Community Colleges III” the ACC would like to take active part in this dialogue and encourage the citizens to take an initiative and be involved actively in the development of the civil society. 

The Object of the project

The object of the project is to (1) explore validation methods in order to validate the real competences achieved in non-formal and informal learning. The purpose of such methods is to create greater visibility and give the possibility of comparison across cultures. We expect the participants to (2) create validation systems by developing a vocabulary, or a language that expresses the competences accomplished in non-formal and informal learning, and to (3) create model-examples of EU CVs/Europass that take the participants concrete experiences and non-formal learning history into consideration. As a result we expect a series of CVs, serving as examples for validation methods, formulated in a common language, which will facilitate comparison.

Working methods and contents

The project is undertaken by using the non-formal residential form inspired by the format of Nordic Folk High Schools. The frame of the community college offers a unique chance for experiencing an intercultural dialogue and a learning process of living together. For this reason the social dimension is an essential part of this educational methodology and it is our belief and experience that knowledge of the other enforces that people learn to respect each other and insures tolerance and solidarity. 

The community college will consist of lectures with invited guests, discussions among the participants as well as workshops. 

Preparation

The project is the third of a series of community colleges under the title: “Schools for Europe Community College”. Whereas the first community college, held in 2001, aimed at discussing an eventual decentralization of the education politics in the EU, the second community college took place in 2003 where the development for a European, non-formal and decentralized school system was discussed. The latter resulted in a series of articles written by the participants, which were published in the Journal of World Education (Association for World Education).

A debate on validation of non-formal and informal learning has been taken place on the ACC-members Yahoogroup, which was a very interesting and heated debate. The debate confirmed the need and interest for further debates on this topic.

Before attending the community college, the participants are expected to read some background information; the EU politics on validation and other relevant documents on the topic, which will be provided on the ACC website. 

Expected outcome

The aim of the project is to come up with validation methods of real competences achieved in non-formal and informal learning which will be beneficial for people involved in non-formal and informal learning - especially in the youth sector. We intend to distribute CVs/Europass that are created during the community college on the ACC website and to send copies to relevant addresses throughout Europe. 
Target groups

It is crucial for us to find representatives of many European identities in order to make the debate as diverse as possible. The Schools of Europe Community College III addresses first and foremost facilitators, youth workers and project organizers and others who continuously have needed a tool to validate their competences obtained in non-formal and informal learning environments. 

Organizational elements

The ACC Aarhus committee is taking part in the preparation and the carrying out of the community college in close cooperation with our partner organizations. The event and the preparation will be coordinated by the ACC International Programme Office in Aarhus.

Financing

We anticipate the project to be supported by the EU-Commission (Youth Programme, Action 5). The ACC International will provide economic support and we are also expecting local funding. The participants are expected to pay a participation fee.

/ Helle Villekold, ACC International Programme Office
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