
Initiative of the ACC:
Europe of Rights Community College (ERCC) 2004

The working title of the project is:
“Europe of Rights Community College 2004
Fundamental Rights, Citizenships and Identities in Changing Societies”

Summary

The ACC (Association for Community Colleges) is going to carry through a one-week Community College event for 35 young Europeans, concerning the role of fundamental rights in societies that are rapidly transforming, still keeping in mind the universality of human rights. Particular attention will be devoted to crucial issues such as bioethics and technology, homophobia/transphobia and second generation migrants. The discussion will also deal with the role of religion in intercultural dialogue and in the definition of “old” and “new” rights.

The event is going to take place on September 14th-23rd 2004 in Reggello (Florence) at Casa Cares, a retreat and group meeting centre managed by the Waldensian Reformed Church of Italy.

Background

It is a fundamental belief of the ACC that a common European public and permanent discussion is needed. This “community” debating common issues should not only be a professional one, but rather a real European demos. Therefore, Europeans need to know much more about each other, in order to understand which specific cultural values the different European populations want to preserve and to discuss which values should be considered common among them. The vision of the ACC is that an innovative and effective way to build a European awareness is to let people from different European identities meet in a Community College context and learn by living together.

Community Colleges are inspired by the Nordic tradition of the so-called Folkhighschools and can be defined as non-formal residential schools for adults that are characterized by local traditions and organise courses on topics of common European interest. The frame of the Community College offers a unique chance for experiencing an intercultural dialogue and a learning process by living together: this is why the social dimension is an essential part of this educational formula. It is our belief and our experience that people learn respect, tolerance and solidarity when they know more about each other.

The ERCC 2004 project is part of a long-lasting educational process, since it has been developed as a follow-up of a previous experience, i.e. the ERCC 2003. This past event was the first of its kind in the Mediterranean area, but we do see it as an experiment and a pilot-project aiming at organizing similar projects in the future. The Mediterranean area in general and Italy in particular are not much familiar with the concepts of non-formal adult education and life-long learning. Therefore, the first experiment of a Community College in Italy was a way of showing and promoting a new and innovative educational model, a tiny step towards the development of European citizens. The success of the experiment was proved not only by the enthusiasm of the young participants, but also by the fruitful cooperation with local institutions.

Therefore, it is of utmost importance to follow-up the ERCC in 2004, so that it will not only be a one-off initiative, but rather a part of an overall programme seeking to promote the innovative Community College methodology in the Mediterranean area.

The object of the project

In order to let young people of all Europe become familiar with the recent developments in the policy of fundamental human rights in Europe, the ACC wishes to put this issue on the agenda of a Community College event, taking place in September 2004.

We hope that the group of participants will be able to develop a common strategy to promote intercultural/interreligious dialogue and to prevent old and new forms of discrimination and social exclusion of minority representatives, not only regarding religious belief (Islamophobia and anti-Semitism), but also gender and sexual orientation.

Target group

It is crucial for us to find representatives of many European identities. There should be no dominating groups and the group constituting the ERCC 2004 should be an international one.

The main recruitment of participants will be carried out in close co-operation with the local branches of the ACC and with its co-operational partners. The ACC has representatives in 33 European countries.

We aim at inviting young NGO/VA-activists that are already part of local networks, in order to facilitate a wider promotion of the Community College format and to show to a broad extent the benefits of participating in European youth events. We expect this people to be multiplying the intercultural competencies and experiences they may be enriched with.

We aim at receiving 35 participants between 18 and 30 years of age.

To participate English must be understood and spoken.

Contents

The event will last one week. Participation includes room and board.

The main topic of the event will be the role of fundamental rights in rapidly transforming societies, keeping in mind the universality of human rights, while the European Convention on Human Rights and the European Charter of Fundamental Rights will be a natural frame for the discussion. Special attention will be devoted to marginal (non-hegemonic) European identities, in order to build an inclusive Europe counting diversities based on gender, generation, religion, migration or regional background. The promotion of intercultural/interreligious dialogue and reconciliation will be a means of fighting discriminations and prejudices in our daily life. On the other hand, the role of religious belief will be considered while discussing crucial issues such as bioethics, technology, homophobia/transphobia and second generation migrants, not only theoretically, but also in practical life.

Before attending the event, participants are asked (a) to gather background information on human rights in their home country, not only on a theoretical plan, but also on a practical one (NGO-work, juridical aspects, specific cases of violation of human rights etc.); (b) to investigate how the European policy of fundamental human rights is received in their countries, with particular attention to the media; (b) to analyse the situation of intercultural/interreligious coexistence in their country/region, highlighting examples of dialogue and cooperation or examining the reasons of on-going conflicts; (c) to observe the development of new rights legislation. Active involvement of participants will be sought in defining the detailed programme of the event.

In order to give thorough information about the topics of the event, (a) experts are invited to present various aspects of the issue; (b) workshops and various participatory activities are planned by the ACC, in co-operation with our partner organisations.

We expect the discussion on these issues to be participated by youth coming from both EU-member states and non-EU-member-states. It is crucial for us not to be a part of an exclusive thinking, but rather to be a part of an inclusive one, encouraging the inspiration to flow between EU-states, accessing states and non-EU-states.

Through the form of the Community College, we expect participants to obtain an understanding of which values could be considered European – this including respect for European diversity.

Timetable

The event is going to last for one week and will take place in Reggello (Florence, Italy) at Casa Cares, a retreat and group meeting centre managed by the Waldensian Reformed Church of Italy, on September 14th-23rd 2004. We expect the exchange to be repeated in the following years and we hope to include more institutions in Europe in the process of developing a discussion on common European issues and a mutual understanding between different cultures.

Organizational elements

The ACC Italy committee, headed by Eva Valvo, in close co-operation with our partner organisations, will be responsible for the project.

The working language will be English.

Financing

We expect the project to be supported by the EU-commission (Youth Programme), the Council of Europe (EYF), Regione Toscana, Ente Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze and the ACC International, as well as by other domestic public and private funds. We expect participants to pay a fee themselves.

Multiplying effect

Being this the second Europe of Rights Community College taking place in Italy, we aim at renewing the initiative in the following years, in order to establish a sort of “tradition” for this kind of events.

Internet addresses on main information sources on common issues, presented by participants during and after the meeting, are to be uploaded to our website, as a permanent resource in the future (http://www.acc.eu.org/frontend/pages/
SEEEMS_1982.asp).

Participants will be invited to be members of the ACC. It is a main vision of the ACC that many more Europeans should have the chance of participating in an international/European meeting some time in their life. The involvement of participants in the ACC-network will make it easier to establish another event in the following year and to take up new initiatives in the future.

The products of participants (articles, papers, stories, drawings, pictures, documents etc.) will be published in an ACC-publication (in English), which will be distributed among NGOs, institutions and others related to European matters.

Co-operators

The project is carried through on ACC initiative. The ACC is a European organization. Please confer the website (http://www.acc.eu.org) for further information.

We aim at cooperating with different organisations, in order to have a broader impact on both local, national and European level.

Local institutions such as Comune di Reggello (Township of Reggello: http://www.
comune.reggello.fi.it) and Regione Toscana (Tuscany Region http://www.regione.
toscana.it) will be contacted for a possible cooperation. Furthermore, we are closely cooperating with Casa Cares, a retreat and group meeting centre managed by the Waldensian Reformed Church of Italy, which will host the event (http://www.
casacares.it).

On a national level, our partners are the New Rights Sector of CGIL – Confederazione Generale Italiana dei Lavoratori (Italian General of Workers: http://www.cgil.it and http://www.cgil.it/org.diritti/homepage2003/index.htm) and Com Nuovi Tempi, editing society of the interreligious monthly paper Confronti (http://www.
confronti.net).

Moreover, we aim at cooperating with national and European youth organisations, such as Giovani Musulmani d’Italia (GMI, Muslim Youth in Italy: http://www.
giovanimusulmani.it), Unione Giovani Ebrei d’Italia (UGEI, Italian Union of Jewish Students: http://www.ugei.it), World Student Christian Federation – Europe Region (WSCF-ER: http://www.wscf-europe.org), Forum of European Muslim Youth and Student Organisation (FEMYSO: http://www.femyso.com) and European Union of Jewish Students (EUJS: http://www.eujs.org).

We expect to co-operate with the above-mentioned organisations in planning and carrying out the project, as well as in inviting experts/lecturers and in recruiting participants.

Roma and Aarhus, 26th September 2003

John Petersen
Eva Valvo

(Chairperson ACC International)
(Project Leader, ACC-board-member)
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