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Campaigning for Community Colleges

- a programme of the ACC (Association for Community Colleges) in the year 2000 

Backgrounds

Europeans have realized the existence of questions which are not to be solved inside a system of states all having sovereignty in all questions. A certain development has then characterized the history after the Second World War. Sovereignties among states have been loosened and discussions take now place in super-nation-states forums as well as in the nation-states forums. More and more people can imagine a system of states less defined in accordance with national borders. The European capitals former the centers of discussions now have to realize that they are both centers and periphery. The discussions have, unfortunately, not only moved horisontally (to Brussels, Strasbourg etc) and in many directions. The discussions have also moved vertically. Most of us are not participants in the definite discussions. They are much more run by professionals, by officials, most not even elected, and we dont even know their names. Moreover, we do not know the parties discussing, those parties our state-politicians meet in discussions, we don’t know their points of view and we don’t know the contexts of these points of view.

Those in power in this system (the voters of the citizens) do not know, with whom they are talking. In such a system it is a permanent temptation for those in decision and for those giving voice to public opinion to make these mysterious unknown dialogue-partners into scapegoats and culprits in problems belonging in reality to domestic affairs.

It is a necessity that the Europeans know much more about each other, that we understand the backgrounds of the points of views presented in the different forums and of the representatives of the different states, and it is important that we understand which cultural values the populations want to preserve and to be respected.

In short a common European public and permanent discussion is needed. This ”community” based on common questions should not only be a professional one.

Idea:

Political institutions are opened with the aim of discussing and solving questions of common character in common forums, councils, organisations etc. As a parallel we consider it reasonable to widen these discussions to include every citizen or inhabitant. Today there is a common ignorance about common institutions, their tasks and mandates, just as there are ignorance about the contents of discussions and therefore also about the points of views of the different states and the backgrounds to these points of view. Politics is about will, democratic policy is about the possibility of everyone to participate in defining the will.

We find it important to allow every European voice to participate and to be present in a school-idea centered in the basic idea of making common discussions to matters of the general public.

Because of the distances, the boarding-school system is a very good possibility, when every European should have the opportunity of being present. No matter the necessity of the boarding school-system, it is also to prefer because discussions made on a place where you sleep, eat, learn etc. under the very same roof, become so much more serious. Contacts will develop in a natural way, prejudices will be deconstructed, qualified images of Europeans about Europeans will be created.

It would be wrong to have a centralised school-system, since it would be much better to have very different schools coloured in a positive way by the cultures, peculiarities and traditions of those areas wishing to house such schools. One could imagine a Danish-European school, a Cretan-European school, a Polish-European school, etc.

A model for the forming of such schools could very well be the Danish Act on Folk High Schools and the very ”decentral” spirit of the Folk High Schools.

Without going into more details about the definite inspirations, the idea is in short to make an informative campaign on the idea of making Community Colleges into a motor developing a European public opinion in constant debate.

Realisation

The network defining the ACC (Association for Community Colleges) so far consists of approximately 75 young people having one common experience. They have all been students at Danish Folk High School courses (Community College courses). The idea of making European/International Folk High School’s came into the minds of more participants of these courses, independent of each other and in different varieties. This beginning has now been transformed into a movement working for the mentioned idea.

The current plan of activities

From December 1st 1999 to December 1st 2000 the ACC will carry through the project “Campaigning for Community Colleges”.

The work consists of three working-meetings of the staff of the ACC and of a campaigning meeting in August 2000. The August 2000-meeting is taking place in Rite, Latvia. Every member of the ACC is to be invited, but the event is not exclusive, but opened for everybody.

Working meetings are taking place in Chevreuse (France) in December, in Skopje (Macedonia) in February and in Budapest (Hungary) in April.

The main task is first and foremost informative.
Organizational elements.
The board of the ACC is responsible for the carrying through of the programme.

Financing.
We are expecting financial aid from the European Youth Foundation (EYF), the Youth For Europe-programme (YFE) and from different private foundations.

Effect.
We expect the campaign to have the following effects: the campaign should make clear for the members of the organization itself what the exact aims of it is, just as material should be prepared allowing the ACC-members to present the idea in a thorough way in their home-countries. The campaign is expected to be one of it’s kind, since it should be the final inspiration for members to begin arranging Community College Courses in their home-countries beginning in the year 2001.

The establishing of a homepage within short time should allow texts and other materials to be presented in public.

Co-operators.

The ACC is cooperating closely with the Rite Tautas Augstskola (Latvia) on this project.





Århus, August 1999





John Petersen, chairman
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